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been tried by a military court. Then a small Legislative
Council, at first of seven members, and afterwards increased
to fifteen, was nominated by the Crown to advise and to
control the Governor in his administrative capacity. This
was a considerable step forward in constitutional progress, as
previously the Governor had had absolute and autocratic
power. But a much larger measure of self-government was
necessary for such a free and enterprising colony as New
South Wales, and in 1843 the Legislative Council was in-
creased to thirty-six members, twelve of whom were nominated
by the Crown, and the remaining majority elected by the
people. At that time New South Wales included the present
colonies of Queensland to the north, and Victoria to the south,
but the colonists hi those great territories were of opinion that
they would be more independent if they dissociated themselves
from the middle State.

Accordingly Victoria separated from New South Wales in
1851, and Queensland in 1859. In spite of this, New South
Wales was still the strongest and most prosperous colony in
Australia, and it was right that it should be the first to acquire
the most advanced form of self-government under the Crown.

In 1855 a constitution was drawn up and approved by
the Imperial Parliament, by which an assembly elected by the
people was established, resembling our own House of Commons
hi its functions and responsibilities, while the Executive was
formed by a nominated Council in the same way as the British
Cabinet. The colonists of New South Wales were, therefore,
fully provided with the power of regulating their own colonial
affairs, and passing the laws which they considered best for their
own welfare without interference from the British Government,
which only reserved to itself the prerogative of dealing with
subjects of Imperial and international importance.

In the course of a few years the other colonies of Australia
followed suit, setting up their own councils and assemblies.
In this book there is no need to give any details of the
political measures adopted or annulled by these various